


The rebirth

of cool

A smdgx-' brand tries to r::gﬂin SCrious street
cred with the launch of a new sports car

Becorming Jaguar's director of design was
both o dream come tree and o formidalie
challenge for lan Callum, Few brands hawve
avolved more slowly than the fusty old
English marque, coasting across acant
decadas on disco-ara dasigns. Whan ths
S2-year-old Scotsman 100k over at Jaguar
im 1999, the compary was contant to
please jts cone audience of twead-jacketsd
Grey Poupon enthuslasts and not break
nein ground. Callum's mission was to
revitalize the brand and creata ona of those
head-turning convertiodes, such as tha
Mazda Miata of the Porsche Boxater, that
brings |uster to the antire compary. He also

had to ba respectiul of Jag's past whila i
maoving the car's ook into the future, 1
. 2
The company’s heritage was personally i3
imporan 1o him. “The XK I8 the sl ;'*
4 4]
stopping-stane of what | See as the modem it
cra of Jaguor,” soys Callum. Here we toke o ]
look at the disparate influences the designes ii
hag used b creale Jaguﬂf"i firat neaw sparts 34
cir in @ decade. JOSH DEEN £f
IMFPIRATION A5 sy 5, Lol ghmpes] 4 sloseds, laxiback Poeacha 3040 Soge) amang B slons cotiagas and wonky i:
sadans of uml Sootiand; the image wos bomed inlo his brain. "1t kooked ke a spaceship lnded,” he swys. | was IREAR T 19002 chog-liop Frord Feot rosd |adseven) aits ko in £
i S, thodagh, thal gol Fem spscifically Blorsated in ceigne the L6 joenbed, intmdlscod in 1968, "Thes 603 Jags fthe front andl high in ®a back, ghving the car an aggresshe if
WUy Ll SN, iy sl s, D adngsa. T TPy e Slvanre wtaleally codmicl, e el e el aleal e oGk By tha dmercan car that has most infusnced ol = =
proporicn of the cars, the wiry thay SaL." Tha gendeis of Callure’s 2007 XK dabes o 1045, when Jagusr's lundar, "o e Thas gy ol i ook, ” By vy, 9 oacios e % abou EE

Wiliaum, Lyon, introduced the X501 20 foottorsh, The Bvo-soafsr boppod oot ot 130 mpt—neary bpht moeed in tha %0 poence.” The 1972 Carnss ficgil, by Ghs genius of :
PO ora. s lales] incamation, betom Calum's XK. v e K8, wihich wans infrociucd in 1808 @l won chissiy, B Ao, b g Tl T SeMrion Do Tl E
Ehost ini Sow ok tha 1096 Ganarva Auto Show bl nesses caught on misch beyond the compamy's comn pafeons. Pruied i e iy G Callurn i
s

-iali all ]{;bs ttnlr.‘lalgn

The world's finest supercar designers have also
churned out some bargains

Pary Comuniries Tum o0l mone-Eeesiariiul sports cars Than Raly, e By B clag-moicing
poreuses who work in thig nre of Turin: the Glugians al Rekdesign; Foran's fevoie
hoirsa, Finlanng: &nd Mercels Gandid, Temer Pabd desgne &1 Bamona, hof ey
sporoar bmad oul by thoso dossgrens, dorona of closgop—not bomaonbon o howy
bargairg—still haunt the secondhand mariot
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* Burn Rubb

Your gu1de to new eco-friendly cars.

You probably know someone who owned a Toyota Prius years
ago. You probably considered that person to be an early adopter.
If so, this might surprise you: This newfangled thing you know as
the “series-parallel hybrid”—that is, a gasoline engine mated to
an electric motor—actually dates back more than 100 years.

(An Austrian company was selling them as early as 1900.) Then
Henry Ford perfected the mass-market combustion engine and
conquered the world. Only the oil embargo and Middle East

DIESEL

AVAILABLE FROM:

2029

THE CASE FOR: If your main concern is better gas
mileage, buy diesel. Diesel engines produce more
energy on less fuel than gas engines do, so you
get more miles per gallon—some 30 to 35 percent
more, on average. They also seem to last forever.
Of course, anyone over the age of 30 remembers
this alternative fuel as dirty, smelly, and of
interest only to truckers, the French, and guys
who operate farm machinery. But Europe is onto
something. Diesel cars account for more than half
of all vehicles sold across the pond, and they’re
on the rise here too. The hang-up has long been
with stricter U.S. emissions standards. Diesel
cars are better in terms of greenhouse gases but
worse for smog. New versions, which will arrive
soon, have built-in systems designed to scrub the
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particulate matter from the exhaust. Combined
with federally mandated ultra-low-sulfur diesel
(and provided the systems work as advertised),
these cars will be as clean, if not cleaner, than
their gas equivalents.

THE CASE AGAINST: The cars are at least a few
thousand dollars more than their gasoline-burning
twins, while diesel fuel itself is roughly the same
price as gas. What’s more, if you live in California,
Connecticut, Vermont, Massachusetts, Maine,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, or New York, you’re
screwed. None of these states has yet approved
even the new “clean” diesels.

THE OPTIONS: A year ago, you had none, unless
you were in the market for a monster-truck-size
pickup. Now there’s an E-Class Mercedes-Benz
(no bargain at $53,000), as well as brand-new
turbo-diesel versions of the Volkswagen Jetta,
Jetta SportWagen, and Touareg 2. BMW plans
to have a 3-Series and an X6 ready for next year,
both of which will be 50-state compliant, and

conflagrations in the intervening century caused anyone to realize
that alternative propulsion might someday become necessary.

That time is now. The Toyota Prius (with an assist from skyrock-
eting gas prices and new, long-awaited government mandates) is
at the front of an industry-wide revolution. Every carmaker is
scrambling to build more environmentally friendly automobiles,
and you, the consumer, are soon to face a glut of choices. Here’s
a cheat sheet to help you make a smart purchase. yJosH DEAN

Honda is rumored to be readying an Acura for the
U.S. market.

HYBRID

AVAILABLE FROM:

THE CASE FOR: How about variety? Nearly every
automaker on the planet has a hybrid either for
sale or in the works. One of the latest (and most
surprising) to announce an entry is Porsche,
which is planning to use hybrid power trains in its
upcoming Panamera Gran Turismo and the next-
generation Cayenne hybrid. General Motors—the
company that famously “killed the electric
car”—now plans to have eight different hybrids
on sale by the end of 2008, including perhaps (it’s
rumored) the last vehicle anyone thinks of when

EDDIE GUY
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IT’S ELECTRIC!
Skip the gas line

with Fisker’s zero- -
emissions Karm#

considering the environment, a Hummer H2. The
draws are obvious: better gas mileage and federal
tax credits.

gas machine that hooks up to your lines. The Phill,
from FuelMaker, costs about $4,000 and can refill
a car overnight.

THE CASE AGAINST: A hybrid will cost you more
money on the lot and, even with rising gas prices,
you’d have to drive it for years to make up for that
in fuel savings. Federal tax credits help. The other
knock has long been styling (see the Prius), but
changes are afoot.

THE CASE AGAINST: There are precious few gas
stations that offer natural gas. We’re talking about
1,500 nationwide, and only half sell to the public.
Also problematic is a limited range of 200 miles
and an unwieldy tank that eats up most of your
trunk space.

THE OPTIONS: Your choices are legion: Mazda,
Ford, Chevy, Lexus, Saturn, Honda, and Nissan
are all in the game. But Toyota’s Prius, the car that

begat the whole craze, remains the gold standard.

It may look like a handheld vacuum, but it gets
50 miles per gallon around town.

COMPRESSED NATURAL GAS

THE OPTIONS: Slim pickings. Each year, Honda
sells about 1,000 of its GX natural-gas Civics—the
only option—and you have to live in California or
New York to own one. That said, the Civic is the
greenest car, according to the American Council
for an Energy-Efficient Economy.

ELECTRIC

AVAILABLE FROM:

H

HOS A

AVAILABLE FROM:

THE CASE FOR: The fuel is cheap (half the price
of gas, in most cases), abundant, domestically

produced, and very eco-friendly. The majority of
American homes are already on natural gas, and
one company even offers a home-based natural-

THE CASE FOR: Until now, the problem with plug-
in electric cars has been battery capacity. The
technology is advancing quickly though (thanks
largely to the PC and cell-phone business), and
three of the most anticipated cars in years are

THE INTELLIGENT DRIVER

electric. First is the Fisker Karma—a bug-eyed
supermodel of a sport sedan that was shown at the
Detroit auto show—which is said to be preparing
for a late-2009 launch with a price under $100,000.
Second is the Tesla Roadster. The Silicon Valley
PR-magnet has celebrities and tech geeks drooling
(George Clooney was among the first to put down
a deposit). Third would be the Chevrolet Volt, a
plug-in electric car that GM is readying for mass
production. It will have an electric driving range

of 40 miles on its batteries alone, plus a small gas
engine that kicks on to recharge the batteries,
extending the range indefinitely under normal
driving conditions. Skeptics say the car is far

from imminent, but Bob Lutz, GM’s most public
executive, has told his company to be ready with a
car by November 2010.

THE CASE AGAINST: Primarily, range. The
batteries drain, so you’d need to have a place
where you could plug in and recharge—plus the
wherewithal to wait—in order to use an electric car
for road trips.

THE OPTIONS: The Tesla is the latest and greatest,
but it’s not exactly practical. It has two seats, costs
$98,000, and is sold out for at least a year. Until the
Volt arrives, the selection is pretty anemic.

HYDROGEN FUEL CELL
AVAILABLE FROM:
HEL‘:EI _--:". @

THE CASE FOR: It is a true zero-emissions
vehicle. A fuel-cell car emits only water vapor.

THE CASE AGAINST: It’s nearly impossible to
get one, and once you have one, obtaining the
power is even more difficult. Only New York,
Washington, D.C., and Los Angeles have public
fuel-cell stations, which is why GM chose those
markets for real-world testing of its Equinox Fuel
Cell. A hundred vehicles are now in the hands of
American families.

THE OPTIONS: Three cars are currently in
“production”—the Honda FCX, the Chevrolet
Equinox Fuel Cell, and the BMW Hydrogen 7—
but none are actually “for sale” in the traditional
sense. Customers apply to be test marketers and
are loaned the car for a short time, typically less
than a year. In the case of the BMW, you have to
be a celebrity.

“Green SUV” may be an oxymoron of Detroit-size proportions, but some simple math proves the idea may not be so far-fetched...

When | mentioned to Therese Langer, transportation program director at the American
Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, that GM is rumored to be prepping a hybrid
Hummer, she actually laughed. | believe her exact words were “You’re not serious, are
you?” But a few minutes later, she told me the idea actually isn’t as ludicrous as it
seems. Small increases in gas-guzzler fuel economy, it turns out, have greater impact
than larger increases on more fuel-friendly cars. She sent me the math to prove it:

“A vehicle that gets 15 miles per gallon and is driven 12,000 miles a year uses 800 gallons
of gasoline annually. Raise the fuel economy by two miles per gallon, and your 17-miles-

per-gallon vehicle burns only 706 gallons per year, saving 94 gallons, or about $300. Now
raise the fuel economy of your 35-miles-per-gallon vehicle by two, to 37 miles per gallon.

MPG

15
17

SUV  SEDAN

You save 19 gallons, or about $60. To save as much gas at the low end of the spectrum, 0 100

you’d have to raise the 35-miles-per-gallon vehicle to 48 miles per gallon.” J.p.
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Diesel Cleans UBE

Once dismissed as dirty, this old-school fuel is poised to

ksl s the pork of fuels, which s losay s a
good thing with a bad reputation, Last we saw
the Criher White Gas was during the Arab ol
embarga of the eardy “Tis when a numbaer of
Europaan aviomakers markebed it Stateside as
an escags from Detrolt's gas-guzzing wans.
Thie problam with those Vils and Mercedes was that they
rumbled ke gquarisr-operaled holsl beds and belched black
soot. Thss Amaricans dsmissed diesel a5 bad. But starting
in Septamber with the Mercedes EX20, that will change.
¥What has made diesal poised for a Howie Mandal=worthy
comeback i3 a new engine technology called BlusTec and a
nivw approach to amissions. Though diesel engines have
always bean better than standard motors in terms of green-
hiligd gaget—thiy emt almost no carbon=—thay'va continu-
ally baen over LLE. limits when it comes to particulates
(mainky sulfur) and nitrogen cdde, which contribube 1o smog.
Stariing this fall, howsewer, the LS, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will nquine that 80 percent of diesal fual intandead
for use on America’s highways be low in sulfur. Reducing the
sulfur—by neardy 87 percent—will usher in a paradigm shift in
cheanlingss, says Alen Schasfier, awecutive director of the

BB NEST LiFE

BEFTEVBER 7900

Dieel Technology Foum. “The enalogy s easy—it’s like
taking bead out of gascling,” i says, referring to the govemn-
ment's lead-removal mandate to protect the environment.
This cleaner dissal dovetals with an nncvative angine fech-
nology from Mercades called BhaTec, The Marcedes E320 has
the sarne base engine as s exlsting clean dissel motor (known
a% GO and sold since 2004), bt thanks to new management
software and & more sophésticated axhaust Tiration System, it
ks evan clagner. It still cossm't quite mes the standards of five
states (New York and Calfomia included), but it's dose and tha
company hopes 1o soon offer versions that do. What's more,
the car goes 0-10-60 in half a second less time than the
comparable gas-engine E-class, and it gels up to T80 miles
from a tank; compare that te 400 o 5 from a gas-engine
e (dioped ks roary identical in price io urissded),
Mescedes, howiver, Bn't the only brand launching new
diesed technobodgy. in May, Honda aninouncad it would el &
lour-cylinder diesal in the United States by 2009, Naxt vear,
DaimlerChrylser will rol out a diesal version of its Grand
Chenokaa and WW is bringing over a diesel Touareg, in addition
io Jetias, Golfs, and Beelles. Mercades says it will sdd BlusTec
diesid to tha R-class, M-class, and Gl-class. (Diesols are
typlcaly abeut $1,000 mane.)
Theara are plans bubbling wp
al BMAW, And Audl, which has
s0id dissed cars abroad for
yaars, s working o markst
marg of the cars here, At
Detroit's North Amenican
Intemational Auto Show Last
January, even Ford stepped
s o the plate: It showed a
concapt disssl sports car,
“Onca you gat the fact that
it's largaly cdoriess and hag
axteptonal torques, it's not so
miuch of & leap bo have high-
performance diesals,” says
Rab Maran, a Mercedes-Banz
Epokesman. He points ko
Aychi’s L Mans race carn, a
dased-powerad monsier that
dusbed the compstition in its
diebut this spring at tha 12
Hours ol Sebdng, and again
al its namesakn 24-hour race.
That's ane ferocious plece
Of O JOEH DEAMN
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me a lean, green alternative
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STEALTH SPORTS CARS
Sedans such as this Lexus
ISF are engineered to
stave off a midlife crisis.

've got four doors, trunk space,

(et Sporty -
and formidable zero-to-60 times

With marriage and family comes responsibility, as well as the
occasional sense of loss as you find yourself staring at that
anodyne sedan in the driveway, wondering, What happened

to my wild side? The typical answers to the midlife crisis—like
buying a sports car or getting elected governor—tend to be
frowned upon by sensible wives. But there is a subtler automotive
alternative: Namely, carmakers are producing an ever-growing
number of family-friendly sports sedans that are essentially

stealth sports cars—the auto equivalent of Superman in

the guise of Clark Kent. These vehicles offer big engines,

stiff suspensions, cool wheels, and fierce zero-to-60 times,
which are basically all the benefits of a sports car, plus four
doors, trunk space, and the peace of mind that no one in the
neighborhood is making Freudian wisecracks at your expense.
What follows is the best of the bunch, each totally redesigned
(and in one case, entirely new) for 2008. yosH DEAN

Lexus ISF

The ISF, the first production
model to wear the new

F badge and the fastest
Lexus production car ever
built, arrived this spring.
Whereas the typical new
model at Lexus requires

a team of 1,000 to 1,500
developers, the ISF had
just 100 to 300 people
tinkering at the Japanese
headquarters. Their baby
is a menacing foe for the
BMW M3, nearly dead
even in power (416 horses),
zero-to-60 time (4.6
seconds), and top speed
(170 miles per hour). In
true Lexus fashion, it also
brings a technological
breakthrough: the world’s
first eight-speed Sport
Direct-Shift transmission.
From $56,000.
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Mitsubishi Evo

The Evo is to Mitsubishi’s
Lancer econobox as

the STl is to Subaru’s
Impreza, which is to say
that it’s the twin with the
tattoos. Like the STI,

the Evo’s heritage is in
racing—specifically, the
World Rally Championship,
where the Evo as we know
it was born. This year’s car
isn’t actually faster than
the last generation (the
two-liter turbocharged
four-cylinder has roughly
the same horsepower:

291 versus 286), but it
handles like a Porsche on
pavement or dirt, and the
redesigned body solves
what has always been the
Evo’s biggest problem: It’s
no longer dorky-looking.
From $32,990.

JUNE/JULY 2008

BMW M3

The first M3 came out in
1986, and it was designed
for racing, from top to
bottom. But to compete

in the German Touring
Car Championship, a

car needed to be stock,
so BMW churned out
5,000 M3s for European
consumers. A star was
born. The fourth and latest
M3—known internally as
the E92—appeared this
spring. The performance
is mammoth (how about
414 horses, a 4.7-second
zero-to-60 time, and an
8,400 rpm redline?), but
the styling is subtle, save
for the four exhaust pipes,
the telltale hood bulge,
and, on the coupe version,
the carbon-fiber roof.
From $54,575.

Mercedes-Benz

C63 AMG

The mad scientists from
Stuttgart specialize

in turning ordinary
automobiles into tire-
shredding monsters,

and the C63 AMG is their
latest. You’ll know it from
the regular C class by its
hood bulges (which are
necessary in order to fit
the naturally aspirated
6.3-liter V-8 that shares

no parts with any other
V-8s in the Mercedes
lineup), broad fenders,

and 18-inch alloy wheels.
Onboard is a jet fighter’s
worth of technology,
including the brand-new
dual-clutch Speedshift Plus
seven-speed automatic
transmission that cuts shift
times in half. From $54,625.

Subaru WRX STI

Okay, so technically it’s

a hatchback, but it was a
sedan in previous iterations.
The STl isn’t exactly
subtle about showing off
its performance genes.
There’s the spoiler, the
quartet of stainless-steel
exhaust pipes, the 18-inch
five-spoke aluminum alloy
wheels, and the hood
scoop that is large enough
to suck in low-flying birds.
It has 305 horsepower,
290 pound-feet of torque,
and the cool SI-Drive
performance management
system, which allows you
to change the car’s driving
characteristics—from
short-shifting race car to
fuel-efficient commuter
ride—with the twist of a dial.
From $34,995.
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a0k cut your window. Odds

are thare's an SUV in the

deiverway. But I'd venture a

guess that your ded raneby
sees masd that wasn't kicked up Ina
parking kol after soccer practice. And
yourr truck probably reflects that, As
SLAS have replaced manhvans as
procany-petiers, crasiure comions have
useped nuggedness, and foday’s
typical ute is & comby soccer-mom
mobila vwith a pilowy suspension,
expenshe-to-fi fiberglass everything,
and & deap-daan DAV plagesr,

But what if vou realy want io
navigate deep musd, not to mention
power through soft sand o ford mRging
slrearts? That an't hapganing in your
Explorer. | is happening in a Finzgaues,
a 2-ton badass of an off-roed moching
il by Anestria's Steyr-Daimiar-Puch
babwaan 1971 and 1998, Moal were
Easlt for the Swiss milkary, which
prasumably ussd them to remain
nautral aven in the most treacharcus
anking dispuies. Today, ihanks o
antrepreneurs like Stefan Reindl, cwnes
of the Califomia-basad Pinswearks
(pirunaeics, oy, you can find Pirg-
gauers staleside. Prices rargs fnom
510,000 for a stock moded up to
80,000 for kpoury versions overhauked
by the Bkes of Reing and others,
inchuding Swiss Army Viahickes
SWEsaTTETCes. com) and EuraTruck
Impeorbers (auoduchk-mporiars.com),

Recanthy, | roda sholgun as Reind
put ona of his Pinzgauers tothe test in &
vast, scnubbyy, rock-strewn wastaland in
San Bemarding, Calilemia. The vehicla
had averything you need to attack the
wildbemiass: shiff-on-the-My high-low
gearng. four-whesal drive, four-whesl

o, _T r-\/
Actloa 4

l:ﬁtrm hrumh Pinzgauer is
the ultlmatf. off-road machine

™

-RDI:H; EI.HB'EH

Troday's glam S1Ne Bro bather sated 1 bareaartirng kids i hucar” fucl. Fens mns hees - s bk Thal shos: b Bl off-aosd roobs
TOWOTA FJ LAKD CRLISER FOS BROKRGD

Dol 37 De0a] igre-oad i el bz}
Profis Inapied by n TS0 rodal

Lo S0 B0 [ yiried comalithui]
Frolle Sirsighitormand recharos

"--ll desiprad o woo B UL, Ay, S B DU 8 5N Vo8 ehgie
u a - Dewan wacridid s 10T Thia Famail arvid rea il b g e an llal Thess
o wme mowaed froan Gashows thae Sruc s vl g b g,
IT L ik BB N el D B fna @1 Bl meedal prans 1973 10 1971, Thean
the Nyorbosd. TV cxma with poasts oic-bring.
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noepenoent suspension, and inont- and
reir-locking ditherentials, Raindl shified
il o ianed plungped over a steap hil
that wiodd enash your Grand Cliro-
k'S front burnper. Ha cruisad over
logs, rnocks, and abandonsd boaat Fulls,
then pointed the tnck owasd a huge
pile of concrete chunks, which he
skiltully summited. The nose of the
wehicle poinied skyward, its front led
and rear righd tines i e air, Ha::h.ing
axwn, & whesl hippad, and the ruck's
Baly slamrmed onlo a rock. “hNo
problem,” Reind said, smiling. “Mayba
wa scratched some paint?®

H vou ask most people for the gold-
slamdand SUNV, they'll name-drop the
Hummaer H1, a barely chillanized G
product that does have & faster enging,
alpwer center of grovity, ond o sharper
approach angle than the Pinzoauer. But
that's where is advaniages peter out.
Thuie Pirzganser ¢an camy nearty tha
same payicad and ford the same 30
inches of waler, has a similar ground
clearance of 15 inchies, and i mech
simmer for attacking namow trails, The
wiliChE Can @50 Sit up 0 10 passengers
and ks halfl toa 10th the price.

Ihe appaal is obvious: The Pinzgauer
I= inexpensiva and nearly indestructible.
itnuns on & basks air-cocked, four-
cyindiar diesad angine that is easily
sarviced with the hand tools that come
with the truck. Reindl usually coes a
siandard wpgrade, adding fuel
irpaction, disc brakes, ard power
siearing. These modifications will acd
al lesast 10 grand 6 wour purchase
price, But, says Raindl, if you're buying
the Pinze onky to navigabe the
risachus of your ranch, you need to
upgrada nothing. JOSH DEAN

JEEF GRAMD WALOREER

Gl B2 07D [jyosisd oremlion|

Profils The Brat vwehiclo 1o be mar
kated aa o "mport ulikly vehdclo™ lor
tha tem iy,

Bt moded s T 10 TRO0. Jeap

b Tinadby secerksd cosd nll The kinks:
il darns The Chirnbae

P sy e dpa.ovy
BastLiladnline.eam 49
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Green Light Distric

A different kind of country club—with a different set of drivers

era's the problem with cwning

a cor BEw the Audi RS 4, a 420-

horsepower rocke! ship ol a

sedan capable of dusting mast

sports cars on the road: you

push il anywhenge Cose bo its
potantial, you'll b in Erowble with the law.

Which = what makes Jack Farr 8 asdor for those
wiha long to test their limite as drivers, but who can't
it ihl kicds (o day cara with a suspended licensa.
Tiwvabve miles south of Fort Worth, Texss, amid the
caches and cow pias of a former cattla ranch, tha
laconic 43=yaar-Hd Texan hes Drowught b e one of
tha greatest ihesas ol our time. Imaging your typical
fusty old country club, only replace the golf course
with & nosid coursa, Instead of man in plaid, pichure
rmen in fire sults and racing helmaets. And instead of
ciar and shrimp cockials, visualize barbecue.
Heare, for the exiraordingrily reasonable initiation

P of 3,847 plus 590 in monthly dues, you can
drive down bo Maotorapart Ranch (motsrspanranch
e}, obaying all etres! espne and traffic laws, than
open up on 31 miles of snaking, undulating race-
track army Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, (The rest of
the weak is resenved for malntenance and private
events, which ars booked by the hour or day.] There
ans garages for car siorage, race shops selling
parts and service, and esven track-ready, open-
wheal race cars [Forrmula Mazdag) for rent. Just as

TRACK TIME jdockowiss from abova) A prividn garsge 5t the Molorspant Rlanch in Fort Worth, T, amateurs at the
Autchahn Country Chub noar Chicage, 3 Japaness executhe, and a model of the coming tmck in Temsorth, ML
= x = L ™

with a goif course, on the backstretch is a row of sand-colored haomes “arily theve was no one whisperng in my ear, Fr not psycholic,
available for purchase; they sit atop massive six- 1o sight-car garages, “This place was sirictly buill 1o have as much fun as humanly possible
and one of the first went to an Alaskan who fies down on weekends. in 85 safe a way as possible,” Farr hollers, pushing my Audi RS 4 up over

It was eight years ago in January that Farr broke ground. “This was the 80 mph on one of the track’s short straightaways. A faw minutes laer, he
workd's first driving country club,” ha says. “how it's being copled all over  unbuckias his beit and steps out of the car. It's my tun, And it's on the
the world” Today, the establishment has 250 garages and 100 membears blackiop—accelerating fully, braking aggrassialy, leaving rubber in the
o0 & waiting list for one o opan wp. Plang arno to add o barbacuss joint and turna—thet | reslize why the Germans make these machines so powerul.
a gas station with race fuel, "I kinda ke Feld of Dreamns,” says Far, It's going 1o be hard to go back to my world of speed imifls. JosH DEAN

THE INTELLIGENT DRIVER

Arenca's Best Cooniry Clubs o Ausomobls Enfhusiets

Alpine Matorsports Club Autobahn Country Club Valley Motorsports Park

Dus 1o gipan in 2007 in Pannanptveres’ s Posians Mounlalng, Fariad sa hour culside ol Chicago, T yosr-dd Ao sk Lissfiar tonstructon in Tarrwarth, Kys Mampshing [abeui

trin Pmgilivg sill oitge Poder el OF Euiigann & v saad Ben E 3 L-mide dreck with alramilon chsagss @il 31 i b heosarn cuinida of Dosien), Okl Woiaraperis” sy vl
coorea, & Clubihounn, & pwimsing pool b ASEEs canlar, Gopt $30.000 inHisken, with $3.000 n annus dass Ieschude n 1.3-mile Srach, a poepd, 3 Baahth ook, meed es ke aeis.
wrdl iRty couits on B30 acrew of atredm- and pond-rsicled WA gmbagy Bh b will 0 CBppeed At S50 H vl iy pled <Giir s Mahaki® with hotel-styla rocme above
wosSands. Cout $3.000 mesberahip les, with 54,000 s sstobafincaunirycot.ned Ui bwec-car garages, Dol Precpeming rovies start 88 55,000,
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BEST LIFE

(rer an accelerated education at

BMW’s high-speed driving school

Mot kong ago, you neaded 8 Ferran i vou wanted 300 horsepowar, Mow you
can get it from a Subaru. These days, the big boys—Vetles, Porsches, the
Marcades—chum out 500 horses. The latest addition to this. high-calber
cran is the BIMW MS5. Thea problem ks, no one seams to hisve noticed,
ARRough thia hol rod boasts a suspension tghter than a Frenchman®s
Speado, the mverage buyer stlll drives it Bke it was made of glass,

Whizh brings us 1o tha B Periormance Diriving School, a new training
facility =at amid the familand of Gresrdlle, South Carcling, and one of the
fewy such oihools run by a luxury stomaker, Hare, under the command of
Jim Clark, o former motorcycls moer who awitched to cars in 1968 after ba
“got tired of faling over,” M series owrers—and wannebes like mi—bearm
oy b edenabe B witimate diving maching into a full-on rmce cad

Things meve fast here in mone ways than one. Even beloes | tum the
igmition, Jim, wia's in the passenger saal, |8 comacting a numbes of clagsas
orrors. For instance: I'm sested ioo far from the sieering wheel fyou should
bk abile b0 brgdk your wiists ovar the wheedl, I'm reclining too much (tha saat
shiould ba near upeight), and my mimoes are off (you should sea only lane).

Mt ston is the polshed-concrata skid pad, whare [l leam to comract
tha understeer and the cverstear. Lindevsfearing into a tum causes tha car
b0 plorw or refuse to urm. The irick to comecting it is simply to I8t up on the
gas, throwing the weight of the car lorward When the weighi is in frond, the
car is eashar 1o turn, Cverstesnng, wherns you taks oo much speed into a
turn and the back end shides around lixe a hausiaw without a gindla, is
hardar i daal with. Tha sacret is to stear into the skid and stare at the spaot
winiar you'd like (o and up. Call i "ereative visuaization.” Hers in driving
schood, vision s somathing the irstuciors never shut up about. t's “2
drivar's most important assat,” they keep telling me. Stare at a spot, and
oL wwall g Eheare, O the nodsd, muever ook & the guandrails or a car Siopod
to fix & flat. And by no means fixabe on the burmnper of e car in frant of you,

Though wa're miles from the big city, what we've lcarmed todoy will prove
il during the dady commute, even in a beat-up hatchbaci. But rght
now, 85 | test those wid horsas under the hood, F'm o nod thinking about
traffic. Actually, I'm fully appracisting why someane would break the bank
far this machine. “A nice day like todey?™ Jim says, pointing to tha big blue
piy—and the wide-open racairask. “You loak out and think, "What'd | buy
an M5 bor 8 i wasn't this?' " Josw DEam

THE INTELLIGENT DRIVER
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M Bchopd [ day) Bn wtszadctinn 0o Pegh-pertersrarse driving inboth nasamiand S0 By das P beam {0 drph o wkid-pad driving, snd o track drivieg. §1,758

i) BAOTeE s, Sk pad et Teid | e Savwercshiiting, shd doime Wack dibdng. S5 Perfaimines {1 diy| Mere lrath seiskons, plos slslom snd lsre-change drifly snd 5 oo on

M Echoal [2 dirri] Advanced car-congrol techalgques, with plenty of trach time, $3.850 g dvanced skl e heal-ies downisditing. 52,905

Ademnced M 5ol |2 dape) Fiphe- it o Tibield B0kt ] &1 et T g s laainaliing Mo i | 3 il S e} A grpvimoed pourss 1oy prmlusice of the 2 day oregran, tha spacias
Racmaay, i AHOn, Wingnds (19500 or Lews's Speedway. i Charlame, herth Coroliea (34 850). isies ol Lhe wiills and sppley (ham Bs drieng on the 78 -mils road crurse 1408

30 BEST LIFE JULW/AUGUSET 1008 SCOTT UCOEAMOTT



Pickup artists

A new class of work truck gets dressed up

It usad to be that if you drove a pickup
truck, you wore boots to work and your job
was dirty. For the sama reason, your truck
had rubber fioor mats, pleather seats, and
Yosemite Sam mud flaps, i the caged
poultry being transported in the passenger
saat happened to crap, you hosed the seal
down and the interior was as good as mirw,

Wa now live in different tmes, and men
want their truechkes to do more—=5say, transport
the family to the Macaroni Grill without
kooking like the Beverly Hillbilies. Ford's
Harley-Davidson F-150 (534,770} can
carpood the kids and haul a trailer, B featunes
il exhiusts tund 10 the husky woice of an
BO-year-old smoker, and its sleek king cab
interior looks like your standard VIF loungs.
i comes wilh Suppde bather Seas (Inchad-
ing a sprawling banch), a power mdonroof,
and an optional DVD planyar, Thi shifter is
chromig and th: Sound system symphanic.
I it weren't for the ride helght, you'd think
you were cruising in a Bimmer.

The Harley also has a tasselad peacock
of a brother, the King Ranch (536, 305),
named for the Texas spread that inspired
the 1850s Western Giant. [ts intenior sports

CATTLE
DRMNVE Tha
F=150 King
Ranch siruts
seats of ine
Castafio
laathor,
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Castafio leather [reminiscent of a show
saddla); power-adjustable, haated caplain's
chairs; the obligatory DVD playes; and
wood-grain trim.

Ford isn't the only company drassing ils
trucks in tuxedcs. Dodge has launched the
2500 Mega Cab, a 544,000 behemaoth with
a furbodiesel engine and a backsaat that
has mone legroom than an E-Class Benz.
Lincoln has stepped wp to the plate with the
Mark LT ($38,680). Buit on an F-150
pilatborm, s innarcs wens gutbec 1o it
Lincoin's “husury” image—Ileather-tnmmed
SRats, spoked whesds, and acres of chrome.

At thie Detroft Auto Show inJanwary, Ford
design chief J Mays offered a glimpsa of
what could ba next: the Super Chied
concapl tneck, a gleaming sibver monsier
powened by @ V=10 Tri-Flex fuel engine that
can run on hydrogen, ethanal, or gasoliing,
or a combination of the three. Inside, it has a
burmnished-aluminum dash, walnut floors, a
glass rocd divided by a wood grid, and back-
seats with powered ottomans that pop out
of the fioor, Soon, there may even be a place
to store the chickan—bke a rengaeriion
stashad in the console. JosH DEAN

o 1o o Sgnose
wihatl's aling your
car from tha
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Light Barigpi o
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(Garage Maha

The keys to my parskeat-yallow Fard =
Burming & hols in my pocket. Yestenday, | drove it
ko Brookiyn from Manhatten for coffes. Today,

a Sunday, I'm hungry and i's time for brunch,
Mormaly, I'd take the subway to the Vilage to
eal, bul as long as I've got an $80,000 rocket on

my stoop, I hasd b Mrsey—nest bacasse | can,

| &, hor & e days, a mambear of the Clagsic
Car Club Harhmtan{mﬂmmn classicrarciub
sam), 3 branch of a Londan cutfit that salls
iraconal cwmership of excbc cars. Opened Las!
Jully, i the firs! of several ULS. franchises
olarmed. A 51,500 intiation fee and $7.000in
arsual dues gets you access Lo an ever-gowing
stabile (20 at last count) that includes a 1957
“orscho Speadster, o race-tuned 2005 Lotus
Elisa, and the 1889 Farmrarl 348 GTE that | drove

out of tha showrnoeen and pramptly bottomed out,

Masribership dollars buy points, which aro
put toward individual driving dans. Al his most
frugal, & mermbar will get S50 or 5o days in ond of
e lowar-and cars (say, a T4 Triumph Soitfira),
but if & guy chooses to drive only Ferrars, only
en summer weakends—well, ha's looking at
probibly 15 days, which ts stlil 15 mone danys in
a Farran than he'd get olherwise, (Insurance is
included, and mileage is urlimited.)

The elub i adding cars evary faw wasks,
with littsa mathod to the madnass, Mike
Frchineio, co-owner with Zas Massay and
Phil Kavanagh, was recently chacking out
il Dlack 1836 Ford with whilesalls and &
gleaming cheame grla taller than your sverage
ayrminast. Soon theyll take custody of Chevroe
Ini's newm S05-horsepower Corvatia 208, which
ranks amang the fastest Amercen predustion

Fractional ownership buys you
drive time from a pool of exotic cars

cara over made. “We're putting membears in
cars thisy would never buy,” says Prichingllo,
Ha's right, Farraris reguine more coddling
than a S-yaar-old Vandarbil hair, and at the
ciub, that's nod vour probdam. If the “67
Chevells briaks down, leave it on the curb,
I'm scid. Back on MNew Jersey's Route W,
a syhvan ey thal passes neither a Taco Bedl
nar a chamical plant, | See a guy who no doubt
actually pald for hiz Femrarn. Just across the Mew
York bonder, | get a thumbs-up from a man in
a Benz. And in Manhattan, where Mosaley is
about o shut the garage doars for the day, | rod
up oo s curty and, um, bottom out sgain,
“When can | 1ake out the Lotus?™ | ask as
| st cowm the FUFMBENG mator.
“Whieen you actually pay to join,” Moseley
Mepieas, JOSM DEAMN

THE BEST OF THE REST Car-share businesses may soon be as popular as destination clubs

copimme

VAH HORSSEN GROUP

This Arizcna olub offers ey Sfees o,
inzluding the Aston Martis DBS |sbave] snd tha
now Porsche Cayman 5. vanhorssangroug.com

H BEX! LIFE

HARLH 008

e

CLUD SPORTIVA

Highlighis of ikis San Franckeco-bapod club
Imolude thie 1969 Jagusr E-Type (above) and tha
2004 Farrari 300 Spldor: clubssontive, coum

<5

ENOTIC CAR SHARE

This Chicage outit rests exslics, like the Bantloy
Et-l'lllrl-un:h.lT GT {abervn], though the saners prefer
¥ou bary fractisnal ewsership, exoticcarshare. oom

AVIE BRERIN



