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ONE BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT, ON ICE, ACROSS THE VASTNESS OF SWEDEN
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t this moment, watching little puffs of breath condense into crystals of ice ¢ 4
inches above my nose, 1 am very much questioning the value of an experience. If - -/— _ApETCCPAk 2 —
- o - _ i e
you give up halfway through an attempt at something, something that seemed very mv{
in concept and vet absurdly cold in reality, does it entirely overshadow the ) o SR
Can you still brag about it later? 1 mean, come on. I've given it two f_ ) 4
urs. | have pictures. Is that wet remdeer P'm smelling? f ok
H:m‘s rm:r snapshot: 1 am fully clothed, wearing long johns, jeans, a 1 }/J
kT Sundveall

Fslnb vl

ot socks, and a. stll}' Hur-:hc hat with strings that dangle over my
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1 xm m my 3400 rosom at Sweden’s loehobo and
I am metest definiely noc sleepiog.

| magme lhi1 1 what luil!l].i a Cofpas woield ke
like, if 8 corpee were somehow still sentient, and
really had o pee, You're in a cold room castin a
CIEEpY blue-ish light, |:,i|.'||.'l on a slab, armi at your
side, staging up, unahbde toomove. There you wait
urril & [y Comes in and saws through your
breastbone, paning your tlcage o fondls your
innards and seck out a cause of death—in this
case, overenthisiastic wanderust, causing delusion
and loss of saniry, Clearly | have been watchmg
oo much CS1.

Whar makes this all the more insane is thas
snmewkere out there, i the cold and dark Swedsh

Maornirg, Arclic Llrl."‘ shyie.

Ihe funny thing here i thar my editer, who has
clearly warcheod oo many boer commercials,
disparched me, ot beast m part, to use the Bansley
to arrract girls—beaurifal blonde girls in for boogs
who gigghe and then skip naked 1o the saena, In
reality, you don't see Swedich girls in winter, Cr
rn.:|}'|:-r.' Vi oy, Baie il can't tell them from the
men. Everyone oubdoors 15 en moune oo the
endoors and i covered ead to toc in puffy
outerwear, hars, and miceens, In this gerop,

Gisele would loak like Boscanne, Mayvbe even
Mathan Lane.

And that’s if you could acmally see anything,
Above the Arcise Ciecle, there o 6o lgEhe. RS F|.1l.'f
back wmil 10 oo or so, st which time a sore of

And boy is it not. Sure, Mice to 58 Tropex may
be a mice place 1o couise, bur norchem Sweden
1||..| R NG, |,‘|il.-r lined roads make boe a twester
{or 1% that Sweder?) driving adventure.

The moming after a mostly sleepless nighe in
the ice hoiel, 1 hn;lpl.\'l Mo my dark presn
Conrirencal, F-I.I'l]'h‘hd the start buston and sighed as
those 12 ovlinders and 352 horses rosred oo life
wathout the skghtose cold-wether hangaver
Immediately, | fomgnt about fngid ar and wet
animal—all was good in the world.

From the &z hoted, it wou d b= a .|.1}"'. drve
across the Arcoic Cinde to Lubea, Sweden's
mildpinr, and then mwo shomer days mo
Stock bolm—all the wiile o che lookou for gops,

It's pitch black until 10 a.m. or so, at which time a sort of pink-ish, oremge-ish dusk

ngzght, is a living room on wheels. Instead of wasnng
for hypothermia po seetle in, deving mgsell nus
oyving i fight off the uge o peel away these
mqwhjmj lavers and mels through the walls with a
fr L =TH] 1|f ||.'i||-|_'.l | eoaild be epwadidlsd
i el wsdie |rJE|!H:r, I:'L'll:lllH_
&N warm air thar sreams:
Fronmi p::-rul venn a5 a hack
mssaper embsdded n
soft heated sears kneads
at my back libe an
DVErWEGhE Cat
l-\.I.III'H'II'II il !hl' AfTS rd
Sk,

That's nght, outside
is a Bentley Continental
G T Which, umlike miy
*hatel™ room, cven has
TV [Eurs models only).

@ mph apri. 2005

pink-ish, orange-sh dusk appears on the horizon,
sticks arcund for a few hours and then deappean
h{r 2 in the afpemoon, By 3, 10 hally dark again—
which is bad for depression-prons mravelers but
grod for those who focl gailey drinking whils it's
wiill lighr o

Mot that semperature, or light conditioas, have
any sart of impact on a Bentley. Inade, % always
high tea.

This Swedish adventure starmed a5 a junket for
the Pross |'|||_-||1Ir_|' ||||ri|.|_-|.| SO imternaciorse] media
to Kiruna, Sweden's northernmost city, bo gas
strange meat from plates made of ice, drick hegh-
proof vodka from glasies made of bee, slecp it off
mn so-called bedk made of e, then drive 25
S1 000 cars around o ke to peove that the
Continental GT Bsn't just some S0ath of Framce
Cruascr |ru.||1 1] ;hl?d;\'l.til-l. |:::r:'~\.IJ.| iR 10 J.u-d feam
P Diddy's yacht slip.

misose, and beannbul girks, which all seem 1o share
a commion disdain foe public spaces in winee

Pushing out from Kiruma, | play wath the G,
peming a feel for this powertal sseel sled while
,!|Jl|l,: ,1:-:||:||J 150 writh sovmie cauenn. Soon
CTEIREN, 1 ama e wigh cauteon amd My ik
driver, an Aussie writer ramed Jonne, and | are
ready to have some fam, We hig 120 on
hardpacked svow, skid rally style aroand corves
while doang kanle with the GT5 rwitchy ESF, s
orange alen ligh Micking madly as it admirably
I-lp;hrl. ENETY aEde.

An hour or 8o into the deive, a Aock of kirds
AppEars ahead inothe road, a dash of pepper o0 a
ilag pluwm wlr, I'm ot aboat oo braks mow,
Surely those spid birds will lift off. Kight
about..okay, the binks didins maks i | gecss they
learned 1o pange approach speeds by studying
II.'II'iI.'III. tillr'l':' J!III.'\



To gain a Etile perspective and soak in some
nextive culhure, we stop af a Soomi fom
somersnere babarsan Kining and Lulea. The
Saamis are the long-oppressed native peoplas of

La [l:ﬂﬂl\.‘l. anciers reivdecr herders wlss thnve
the Ir||:|-.1 climes of poeiserm Morw 1Y, Suechen,
Finland, and Rissia. They il raite reindeer by
the millions, bue this farm-ownng mily makes 2
e exora bucks hookmg up sleds of toonsts o
HTIETY IEindeers.

A haskser-snm weam in tradiional gark ladhes up

2 one-antlered reindeer to a wooden sled and
hands me the rans. Almost immediacely, the
animmal tikes over, yanking the dled aroand a
nmkeshifi track inside the paddock. | can't help

appecrs on the horizon.

bt notice, hangng on oo the rope as the deer’s
vy kick snowe ingo my face, that | am sgme
on a pile of rendeer skins, Is thes creaure
LOEmIEAND O r|'||- Irﬂu:- i :'H. I‘lr_ 1M 0 SFiE, fuannmg
I'r\-:a-:n:u his owm e o i:.ll-J' |.|.||,:||3._' Ol SOmse
domesric animesl .im;rr\.h.illn_ ili_1||1|.'||,: me bor hie
hend s senseless demise? Hold on—how da 1 SO
ihis l:|I||'||,_:

Larer, rhe Father |||-I|||r-\. us wath a noi-terriblys
belicvable story about tracditional Saami medicine
men -:||||.'|-r'_ bears by hand, drinking the bload
Ir- 1] I:|":'. o ."||.J.rrx. .||'|.| I|Irl'| :'-H-I.l.' g 1M VA rr:.
beedoee going v e villige e o choose a bride.

Then a Bentley repeeseniative claps hie hande and

tells us Lo |'.:'.||.| |1.||.L [{E] .|'-_' Girs. “SEart your
I'|'||.'_I|'l"‘-\._" |1|_' -\.i:n.

“Just hke Laytona,” the Saami kil apswers,
maki 1 me gquestion his whale commening-with-

o 1
TRIMRIFE SLhicE

ICE, ICE BABY

0 ton Jkes o

1, g ma, you were raised in o place that had

kong winters, you prabably spent mary a day

npiiaving gigantic piles of tnow imbo cozy-if-
chilly backyanrd hideouts. That's basically the idos
with |lcehotel (that's right-ne *“the™ reguired).
Every November, a5 the Ternsalven River freezes
il Deams of saged Iwedes fom the town of
Jukkagjarvi begin to harvest massive blocks of
@ Uddng chainsass and tracior

Then, with poivbed metal arches acting as
framea, they pack the e inie the shape of
hotel fll the gaps with & shuthy Substance they
call Snice, aliow & to harden, then remove the

Presio=loehoted!

Inside; simaller blachs partitien reama, and
Fuge columng of Bop halp Suppor: the roof. All
told 99,8 percent of the hotel i built from
frozen river water—in tha ferm of 4,000 bans of
e and 30000 tant of £ =g nd by mild-
Ceoember, lcamalil 5 open for business, The
2004-05 edition has 85 guest reoms fiits
2000 sgeare meters. Must be cheap, right? Ha!
Foams rehge Tram S400 for a deubds to S840
fer @ deluxe suite, customized by a lecal artist,
Far that you get & Bed of ice covered In relngeer
polts, vodho drinks served in glasses of i2e ok &
wiry oood bar built of ice, and & glass of warm
lingonberry juice at wake-up, By that time, you
would prodably pay the rack rate agein just to
get te o warmn beedl. By April, & is na langer dafe
to stay of lcehotel, and By Jume, it goes back
into the river. (Locals, in fact, refer to the place
&t a “loan” from the rivec)

Attertion Canadinns: keshstel hat o dhier
property In Guebec, row afiering frozen beds,
pius crodssants! Bon veyage! =J0

loehetel sty from mid-Deoimber o

word o whaleved bacsmet of tho reln

§ Wy, Mo
ar pelts
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Let loose, the GT swallows the road, biting off miles so fast that we cover huge tracts of

| :|_||-||:|_‘!-|_'I thee G T roass 1o life AR, S¢S

srnugpling

wding pace,

shiven a good fme,” fonno says

rcars aver i a boeal Anedi

refirquish
many helicopters came
Tewmmi took his pnge h

Marthorm Lights, And md the
kind ywou find In Amsterdam.
Abave, etz Stockholm,

hmiaruily clobhed Babe Cenlial.

1H1 n,ll_'l! ™ Erom thas

diruir |h m
cube girls v

hivme '\||.'i ping |."|.|.| wems the sifer option

Laslas e palnds aoirth wers In the mibolst ol
a haoxt werve I
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ard patcrnity leave, and cheap, abusdant publc
rarsptabon=—are cocellent roads, e of
potholes, Which gives us a grear chance o let the
E:'u.'ll_':r 'H.‘IIi.'l‘l.'II 1E5 h:g:-.

Let booes, the GT swallonws che peoad, Eiting olf
males = e thar we cover hiusge wract of Sweder
without even moticing, thar rime has passed. Needing
anly a few meters o overtakoe cars, [ make o jop
mb the kel Lane as we tum the counryside B a
bl of greea and Erown—hittng an mdicased 260
km'h {160 mph} oa some sraightawsys, Cops are
mmcxistent here speed is macked by cameras on
I'\-C'II\."\. char mever seee 1 flials, At o WO PMOELE, 'r'|I|J|_'| o
fox w0 easily pushing 160 mph with pary @ vibraton,
] [MTNT T Y l.|'||'l|‘| roe Mlat a ]1'1r||'n1:r_1|-.]1|_1' W
i my mew copikat for the pop e Siockholm,

All g things must come to an end. | have
ressrvations ac osc of Sockholn’s swankiest
hatels, and | could gove a skt | am ready 1o move
imto the Benley, put my chair back, um on the
mussager, and warch soane welevisan, boamed
£ ui|.|.]1r EC I:h-d -JJ.‘..I'I.. h.'ll !r L™ 4] - g r.nr |:|'_||:- ':pr.nH
thiaw anid rhe inevitahle feturn of the naked F-'EI‘
whe woukl fleod ehe stoeets in celehranion of
sunlighr's retorn.

Alas, | have only an hour of quality time in
Stockholm before the car has to be given back.

Parting is sach sweet sorrow, Mars and | hand
the keys 1o the sales manager, a bearded felow ina
namy suit, wha we woild laber keamn, is tle King’s
nephew, |Approprate career choice, I think. |

And then, kke everyone dse, we decice ga have

Sweden without even noticing that time has passed.

He |1.I.I|.:_|'r|| nerve |I‘f||:|'. =| waild |1r|_-||_'r il you
kept thar som of dhing mo yourseld, ™

U1 have o compiant about the Banlloy, it's
tho there cre anly beo, inconveniently
placed cup bolders If cae s 1o drink colfes at
high speeds, one should be able w reack down
and grab said coffee without averting gaee froum
e road. One would kare to T-bone o momse. The
GTs cup holders are under the anmrest and thes a
it of & hagand (o navigace at specd. “Clur drivers
Rt mecd l\:‘l:IIIII':'\.'.._ is whar the Seochlioln Joabor
todd mie. .l".j"'|\.|.r.1|l=:\. Tt Hl:rll;lc:.' .Jru.'.,lrs don™
|‘|.I|I;. aramiand warh the Bear Hunter

Mearing SModdholm, | realiced whey there are no
cops. They're unnecesary. Entermg speed o,
wwedes actually slow dowem. At one point, unable
to find & clear spot to pass, 1 followed o Volvo mio
a smull village, An the villages edge, the Vobo
sowed down oo exactly S0km'h, a 5:_'..;_-]. he
masirkined il he reached the bown's other edge,

st whick pomnt bo sped back up o 90 bur nae wneil
he'd passed the new speed limie sipn.
Then | passed ham. Sucker.

MATS RUDIL S PHOTOGRAPHY

a drink, tolbowed by amother, and another, and
then some reindeer sieak. OF was i moose? At
kit JLELTI wlin whfess

Ie finally smowed a1 aume char right as we
1n.'.'e I.uh-r||u1, a .'J.I:-:'-l.'|I|I1-|'.I.|' 1w|.'|:|_'\-|,t o fnn:'u.-;":.'

Swede who announces that the poine is closing by
smping it ma hell-on opers bellow,

Mars, worried thar he'd gosmen almost no shots
of girls arounsd the car, bas a mosens of drunken
clarity. *You know,™ ke says. =1 don’t think that
car i a chick magnet, really. It oo usdzesaned.®

Hi's nghe. This isn't a Aashy showeae, Iv's an if

Call ma
the Baar
Huinder.

aii Armage pof dronk snd sedeeed a
Ferram. Waking up in 3 fop afer the
ome-right stand, che Armape 2
umpregnated with the Ralian's
ssucy appressson but has not

taken on the embamassing
halrsiyhe or desice o wear

fingerless gloves, Their
bovechild is & supercar
yor can rake home o
maoan. Inchat way, it's
like a Swedish girl,
beanniful and polite on
the owside, baie full of
SLTPTSes Onde You get
umiber the hood.

Mot nhar I'd koo, aseb

CUAL ES MAS MACHO?

Bentley Confinental G

BENTLEY DOGSLED

553
190 mpd
1 ety

Sherian Hu
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Heavy body plud all-wiiesil drive
Buals Surprt

nandlire By G SH0W,
Mo car is gaing to save wour
855 on glare kg
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dash (nod dvailshle
nd not so useful in
2k, massaging

seats, ivdash BreRling clock W I Ceeme

Drives Bke a Ferrad, feels like a

M
10 put some cup hodder
the dasiy

Encoe

M E-ynecpo, noe

throafed

Sl and ice. D
Bmperafure v

v5. Dogsled v

E bght

| A e a5 maore techaecally
posweEr ol
25 mph. in bursts
Lacedenl
ives outdoors and eata Qraxs

s realty dig Im snow,
nowever, & Bit

enhanced by sleering into trees
arvd fenced

sclining passerger seaf, lined
Knowwms 83 The migiker

, Eniough lags & bt on
hils. Some rear-end s 0
through turns, Meecs constant
agement. Mot log ihe

after running info
witl Fesulis
uggost
future mcdels affer windshisd

tha skrap-
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